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Missing 
Indigenous 
Records

u Vital statistics (birth, baptism, marriage, 
death) 

u 1st exclusion period: 1872-77

u 1877 – 1898 (unclear, probably not 
complete)

u 2nd exclusion period: 1899-1916

u Indigenous kept separate from 1917-1956

u Often not done well, or not at all if you 
weren’t home
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Government sites

u Library & Archives Canada (LAC)

o Estate records (status ‘Indians’ - mostly if land or house involved)

o Canadian census 

Ø US – census, travel (train, boat), vital stats

u BC Archives (or other province or territory)

o In BC, vital statistics not publicly released until:  Births after 120 
years, marriages after 75 years, and deaths after 20 years.  

o Still catching up, so may only be at BC Vital Statistics 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/life-events 
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Free family tree templates

u Library & Archives Canada (LAC) 

https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-
help/genealogy-family-history/Pages/family-tree.aspx 

u Microsoft Word choose:  ‘insert’  à  ‘smart art’  à  ‘hierarchy’

u Microsoft Excel:  use for a basic design as you can’t move 
boxes around

u Lots of free online templates but be careful about your 
information if the document is linked to their site
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Search tips

u BC Archives can take up to a month to answer emails, but often faster

u If you want certain files ready when you get there, you need to ask ahead of time 
(otherwise most are in drawers that you can access)

u Not all paper copies (microfiche, microfilm, or online summary only)

u Websites include tips to make your search easier & more successful

u “Help” links are your friend

Use a wildcard ( * ) character:

- First Name = *Lena* (to find Lena, Nellie Lena, Helena, etc.)

- Last Name = Smith* (to find Smith, Smithson, etc.)

- Place = *ort Simpson (to find Fort Simpson and Port Simpson)
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Privacy 
considerations

u Identity theft, impersonation, credit rating  
(ie: mother’s maiden name)

u Public online family trees

u Use names / initials / first initial & last 
name

u Do not use birthdates (maybe the year if 
you feel secure)

u Searching on other people’s computers 
(erase history)
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Other places to look

Bibles, photo albums Websites, FB groups

Indian Residential School records
Indian Day School records

Ask family, close friends, hereditary 
leaders, church leaders

High school year books Gravesite directories

Telephone books Local history books

Land records Funeral handouts

Use library computers (sometimes free 
Ancestry.ca)

Schools may get children to do family 
trees

Church records (birth, baptism, 
marriage, death, attendance, mtg mts)

Cannery records (workers, parents, 
day schools)
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Good to Know

u Start simple, then get more detailed later

u Circles (F), Triangle (M), marriage (=) 
between, etc

u Different spelling for same person (Indian 
Agent, friends, etc giving incorrect info)

u Not always bad to go down the rabbit hole

u Keep good notes, so you don’t repeat 
efforts

u Info vs. facts (someone said vs marriage 
license, FB group vs census, rumors vs 1st 
hand knowledge, funeral handouts vs 
birth/marriage/death certificates
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u BC Archives in Victoria or online  https://search-
collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy 

u Library & Archives Canada (LAC) https://library-
archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-
family-history/pages/genealogy-family-history.aspx 

u United Church Archives in Vancouver 
https://pacificmountain.ca/ministry/the-pmrc-archives/

u UBC IRSHDC https://collections.irshdc.ubc.ca/Front/Index 

u Prince Rupert Library has Ancestry website access (on-site 
only)

o Some libraries can borrow microfiche from other libraries

o Links as handout and can email them to you with other info
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What now ?

Start searching

Create a family tree to fill in

Ask Qs of family, friends, leadership, 
church, etc

Next workshop – date ??
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