
WHAT is a constitution?

A constitution defi nes 
the relationship between 
members and the Nation and 
sets out the broad rights and 
freedoms of the members.

A constitution regulates 
the relationship between 
the institutions of a Nation 
and typically sets out the 
fundamental principles of 
how a Nation is governed, 
including basic rules dealing 
with:

• How the governing body 
is chosen;

• How laws are made and 
enforced; and,

• How accountability to 
members is maintained.

It is the most basic and 
fundamental law of a peoples 
within a territory from which 
all the other laws and rules 
are developed.

HOW will a Lax Kw’alaams 
constitution  be made?

A constitution is usually 
established from the community 
upwards, and in turn establishes 
the foundation and legitimacy 
of the Nation’s government 
and activities. In speaking 
to legitimacy, a constitution 
will typically articulate core 
principles about the Nation and 
teach fundamental values about 
the people who have adopted 
it. It can, in varied ways, defi ne 
or articulate a Nation’s culture 
and its traditions.

WHY have a constitution?

A constitution refl ects the 
values, identity, and rights of 
self-determining Nations.

A Lax Kw’alaams Constitution 
will hold fi rm as a collective 
expression of our values, 
identity and governance 
structure, regardless of changes 
of elected leadership. This will 
be a cohesive document, while 
remaining adaptable over time.
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All of the laws, 
policies and 

procedures eventually 
brought into force 

by a Nation must be 
consistent with the 

Constitution.

Make your voice heard, fill out the
Constitutional Development Survey!

Survey Link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LaxConstitution
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COMPONENTS of a constitution

A constitution lays the foundation for good governance and sound economic growth for 
future generations.

A constitution does not need to be a long document. In fact, constitutions are typically short 
and include only high-level rules of application and principle, fundamental rules that people 
do not think they will want to change. There are common elements in most constitutions, but 
it is important to bear in mind that they are developed and approached differently by the 
Nations that actually draft them.

General constitution headlines include: 

• Founding provisions

• Description of lands

• Citizenship

• Rights, responsibilities and freedoms of citizens

• Institutions of government

• Law enactment

• Meetings Confl ict of interest 

• Financial administration 

• Adjudicatory bodies Referendums

• Transitional provisions

• Amendment

With a constitution we can better:

• Determine our own identity and 
membership as a community

• Develop our own laws and 
manage our own territory

• Create our own government 
structure

• Establish the rights of Lax 
Kw’alaams people

• Control our lives and move away 
from the Indian Act 

• Create sustained economic 
development and self-suffi ciency


