
What is the Northern Shelf Bioregion MPA network? 
The Northern Shelf Bioregion (NSB) Marine Protected 
Area network is a proposed network of Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs). It would stretch along the 
Northern two-thirds of the coast of British Columbia, 
from North Vancouver Island to the Alaskan-Canadian 
border, an area of 102,000km2. There are numerous 
existing MPAs in this region, but the new Northern 
Shelf Bioregion MPA network plan would add more 
MPAs to form a larger network. The plan was created 
by a partnership consisting of the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans, the BC government, and 17 of 
the 37 First Nations within the NSB region.  The 
remaining twenty nations, including Lax Kw’alaams, are 
not currently partners in the planning process, but Lax 
Kw’alaams is participating in the process through 
consultation. The plan is slated for endorsement by the 
planning partners in February 2023. Lax Kw’alaams’ 
territory is currently designated as ‘Category 3’ which 
means that further discussion with the nation is 
needed before Marine Protected Areas or other 
restricted sites are planned in this area.  For more 
information on the MPA network and planning process 
visit: https://mpanetwork.ca/ 
 
How has Lax Kw’alaams been involved in this process? 
Lax Kw’alaams was involved as a planning partner since the beginning of the planning process in 2014, 
but over the past two years Lax Kw’alaams representatives became increasingly concerned about the 
disconnect between the MPA network and the realities on the ground. The trilateral partnership 
between DFO, the provincial government and other partner First Nations also created a difficult 
environment to voice questions and concerns about how this plan might impact our commercial 
fishery, as Lax Kw’alaams fought to be heard over other nations at the table with different 
perspectives. This was not an appropriate environment for meaningful consultation. 
 
In the summer of 2021, a draft Network Action Plan (NAP) was shared.  This version of the NAP was 
called Scenario 2 and depicted a draft scenario of management measures (such as closures and fishing 
restrictions) across various sites. This plan was alarming due to the potentially severe impact on our 
commercial fishing interests and the well-being of our community. Lax Kw’alaams representatives did 
not feel our concerns were being heard by the planning team, so our legal counsel launched a judicial 
review in 2021 to push back on the process and to hold the crown accountable to their duty to consult. 
Partially in response to this legal action, Scenario 2 was shelved and DFO extended their timeline for 
engagement. In addition, we received funding to conduct our own Socio-Economic Impact Analysis to 
understand how future scenarios could impact our commercial fishery and community.   
 

Map of the Northern Shelf Bioregion Proposed Marine 
Protected Area Network. 



The Lax Kw’alaams Socio-Economic Impact Analysis Project: 
We completed phase 1 of this analysis and created a detailed economic model of the Lax Kw’alaams 
fishery in order to predict how the next draft NAP might impact our interests.  We expected the next 
draft of the plan to include a new scenario, with revised management measures.  However, all 
management measures were removed from the most recent draft of the Network Action Plan, which 
now provides little information about what the MPA network will actually do. This has made it very 
difficult for us to use the economic model we created to understand the impacts of the plan, because 
there are no agreed-upon management measures for us to assess.   
 
How will the proposed MPA network impact Lax Kw’alaams? 
Due to the removal of management measures from the latest draft of the Network Action Plan, it is 
very difficult to assess exactly how it will impact Lax Kw’alaams.  The current plan and engagement 
materials provide no clear explanation as to what fishing activities will be impacted or restricted once 
the Network is endorsed and implemented.  The plan implies certain fishing activities or ‘activities of 
concern’ will be mitigated or managed, but does not provide any level of detail about future 
management measures or closures.  There has been no socio-economic impact analysis done for the 
network as a whole, and the partners have no plan to conduct one. This is concerning because the 
network of MPAs stretches across a very large and diverse region, with various protections and 
management measures at different sites and extensive overlap of concerns between stakeholders. 
Closures at some sites are likely to push commercial fishers into different areas or out of the fisheries 
altogether, causing trickle-down economic impacts across the Northern Shelf Bioregion for Lax 
Kw’alaams, some commercial fisheries, and many coastal communities. There is no plan to 
meaningfully consider these interrelated impacts. This initiative has been designed and described as a 
network of connected marine protected areas, but the cumulative and interrelated socio-economic 
impacts are not being considered in the same way, which we feel is a gross oversight. 
 
What’s happening now? 
The Lax Kw’alaams consultation team is currently reviewing the Network Action Plan and related 
documents (over 1000 pages of technical documents). The plan is scheduled to be endorsed in 
February of 2023. We have been told that there will be additional consultation on a site-by-site basis, 
but we remain concerned that the endorsement of the plan will serve as a “blanket cover” to push 
ahead on the MPA network without considering all the effects that closures and restrictions may have 
on the region as a whole, or to our community.   
 
We are continuing to participate in consultation and ask questions about this, and we are pushing for 
more time to share the information we have with the community and to bring community concerns 
back to DFO. Once we have reviewed the draft NAP we will bring this information back to the 
community and seek more community feedback. At this time, we are collecting community feedback 
through the survey attached. Please complete and share the survey before November 25th. 
 
For more information or to ask further questions, please contact: 
Robert Hughes, Lax Kw’alaams Council: robbi_council@laxband.com 
Penny White, Lax Kw’alaams Senior Fisheries Biologist: penny_fisheries@laxband.com 
 


