
Overview of the proposed Northern Shelf Bioregion Marine Protected Area Network and Process 
 
What is the Northern Shelf Bioregion MPA network? 
 A proposed network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 

stretching over an area of 102,000 Km2 from Campbell River 
to Alaska, called the Northern Shelf Bioregion. 

 The planning process has been underway since 2014 and is led 
by a trilateral partnership between the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans, the Province, and 17 partner First 
Nations. 

 20 other First Nations whose territory falls within this 
proposed MPA network are not currently partners in the 
planning process.  

 The Network Action Plan, a ‘blueprint’ for this MPA network, 
is set to be endorsed in February 2023. 

 
How will this impact Lax Kw’alaams? 
 We do not have enough information to know exactly how this 

will impact Lax Kw’alaams.  However, if the draft Network 
Action Plan is endorsed, we are worried that the cumulative 
impact of closures in the Marine Protected Areas around our 
territory could devastate our commercial fishing industry 
down the road. 

 If no analysis is done to understand the social and economic 
impacts of closures and conservation measures, it will be 
difficult for us to push for accommodations to protect our 
fishery. 

 
How has Lax Kw’alaams been involved in this process to date? 
 Lax Kw’alaams was initially involved in this process as a partner but, withdrew its partnership due to 

concerns over the failure to assess social and economic impacts and a lack of adequate consultation. 
 Lax Kw’alaams is still participating through bilateral consultation meetings. 
 In 2021 our legal team launched a judicial review to ensure we were properly consulted before the plan 

moved forward, which was successful.  We are continuing to push back legally on this process. 
 In 2021 we received funding to conduct a Lax Kw’alaams Socio-Economic Analysis of the draft Network 

Action Plan. At that time the plan included specific management measures (fishing closures). 
 In 2022 the management measures were removed from the draft Network Action Plan, making it 

difficult for us to assess the potential impacts this plan will have on our community. 
 We are still engaged in consultation, but the window for consultation is set to close on November 25th 

and we are still engaged in a review of the Network Action Plan and other technical documents. 
 We are pushing for more time to share what we know with the community and receive feedback. 
 
What can we do? 
 As our consultation team pushes for more information and more time, we are seeking feedback via 

the survey attached to gather information about our community’s concerns.   
 The surveys will help guide us as we represent the community’s interests, and it will be shared with DFO 

to make sure our input is included. 
 

For more information, please contact: 
 Robert Hughes, Lax Kw’alaams Council: robbi_council@laxband.com 
 Penny White, Lax Kw’alaams Senior Fisheries Biologist: penny_fisheries@laxband.com 

Map of the Northern Shelf Bioregion Proposed Marine 
Protected Area Network.   


